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This exhibition was initially organised by the European 
Commission and the MUVAPRED research consortium to
commemorate the World AIDS day on 1st December 2006
and has since been expanded. 
MUVAPRED is an acronym for “Mucosal Vaccines for Poverty
Related Diseases”, and aims at identifying vaccines for
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis that are suitable for use in 
resource-poor settings.
MUVAPRED gathers 24 research groups from 10 different
countries in Europe and Africa. The project unites scientists
from universities, research  institutes, biotech and 
pharmaceutical companies in a joint attempt to deliver new
vaccines that can be easily administered without using 
needles.
The MUVAPRED project is coordinated by Rino Rappuoli 
at Novartis Vaccines in Siena, Italy, and has received an EC
contribution of 15.25 M Euro from the 6th Framework 
Programme.

More information can be found at:
www.mucosalimmunity.org/muvapred

Ivo Saglietti (59) started out as a maker of documentary films on
journalistic and social themes, but in 1978 he left the movie
scene for photography. 
He has since undertaken photographic essays and 
journalistic projects on Salvador, Nicaragua, Cuba, Lebanon,
Palestine, Chile, Colombia, Haiti, Uganda, Benin, Tanzania,
Dominican Republic, France, Italy, Kosovo, Macedonia, and
Albania. From 1986 to 1988, he worked in Chile and 
documented the social situation during Pinochet’s 
dictatorship in the book "Chile: the Noise of the Sabres".
From 1990 to 1992, he worked on a photo-essay on 
the social and political situation of South American countries
500 years after they were discovered. 
In 1995 he followed the slave rout from Benin to Haiti,
resulting in the exhibition "From Ouidah to Port-au-Prince".
His work has been widely exhibited in Italy, Spain, France
and USA, and he has won several awards, including the

World Press Photo award in 1992 for his work on the 
Peruvian situation during the 1991 cholera epidemic. 
In 1996 he received the "Photographers in the Service for 
Freedom and Justice" prize, and in 1999 he won an 
Honourable Mention at World Press Photo awards for an
essay on Kosovo. Ivo Saglietti is currently a member of the
"Zeitenspiegel Reportagen" group.

The exhibition is the result of collaboration between
Ivo Saglietti and immunologist Aldo Tagliabue. Through 
the camera of Ivo and the words of Aldo, we witness the 
tragedy of HIV/AIDS in women and orphans worldwide, but
we also experience skilled scientists and clinicians, working
with great endurance in the laboratory and clinic to bring 
vaccines and hope to the many million sufferers of HIV/AIDS
around the world.
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An estimated 33.2
million people are
living with HIV 
worldwide. 
Approximately 
2.7 million people 
became newly 
infected 
with HIV, while 
approximately 2.0 
million people died of 
AIDS-related illnesses 
in 2007.

From UNAIDS 2007 Report 

on the global AIDS epidemic
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The Research Side

HIV was first identified 26 years ago, and health workers, 
scientists and policy makers have since been working together
to slow the spread of the virus and provide adequate treatment
to those already infected. Funding research into new therapeutic

and preventive strategies
against HIV/AIDS 
is therefore an increasingly
important part of the 
European Commission’s 
activities. 
Since 2002, the European
Commission has more than
quadrupled its 
annual support to
research activities in
HIV/AIDS, and also called
for renewed, coordinated

initiatives at the global level. The overall aim of the European
Commission is to structure and integrate European research in
HIV/AIDS into a pipeline of activities, ranging from earlierdiscovery
to clinical testing of new drug, microbicide and vaccine candidates.
This should be achieved by creating a genuine partnership between
European scientists, research teams from disease-endemic
countries and a close collaboration between industrial and 
public sector research. Research provides the best hope for a
long-term solution in controlling and reversing the AIDS epidemic.
One of the many European projects aimed to discover vaccines
for AIDS is Muvapred.
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We, the ministers and representatives of Governments
from the European Union (..) declare our willingness to (..) 
reinforce efforts to develop new preventive technologies (..)
Providing new options to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS.
From the "Vilnius Declaration" of 17 September 2004

The Political Mandate

The University of London is pivotal to
the success of the MUVAPRED
consortium. St. George's  is 
responsible for all MUVAPRED
translational clinical activity, performing
human trials of nasal and vaginal
vaccines at its internationally 
renowned facilities in Tooting. 
Kings College has developed one 
of the most innovative vaccines 
against AIDS, to be 
developed at 
St. George's and 
evaluated in Africa.

London: a crucible of innovation


